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Dear Friends 

Since I last wrote to you we have enjoyed a fantastic eight weeks in the UK.  We 

travelled – a lot!  First we enjoyed a wonderfully special week with all 20 of the family 

for Christmas.  It was the first time we had met my nieces and nephews Chloe, Anna 

and Sebastian, and Tamara and Emily had a great time playing with them and Olivia 
(whom we met previously when she was 7 months old).  The week was a golden chance to 

catch with up with my parents and siblings after such a long time of not seeing each 

other.  It was truly a week we shall always treasure… and it passed all too quickly.   
 

We then began our tour of the UK, from Edinburgh to Ellon, to Shetland, to Kyle, 
Stornoway and Wick, then West Linton, Sheffield and Kent, followed by a flying trip to 

Colleraine, and a final week in Coventry.   
 

We are very grateful to all those who put us up and fed us, and made us so very 

welcome.  It was wonderful to see so many of our family and friends; some celebrating 

and others grieving; we carry you all in our hearts.     
 

We are also grateful for all the opportunities we had to speak about the work of 

Project Ecuador.  It has born great fruit, as many are praying, others want to sponsor 
children, crafts were sold, money donated to build another house for a poor family, and 

people are volunteering to come and help us in Ecuador.  This is all fantastic and will 

make such a difference to the people living around us here. 
 

We travelled back to Ecuador with Emma.  She raised money to build two houses in 

Ecuador and was coming to visit the families she helped.  It was great to have her stay 

for a week, and we are now pretty much settled back in at home; enjoying the heat, 

barbeques and swimming in the river.   
 

Schools Work 

The children here have just finished their school year and are on their long break.  It 

was wonderful to come back to SEVEN girls finishing high school as a direct result of 

sponsorship and the sewing project.  We have helped these girls attend all 6 years of 

high school.   What a transformation… instead of washing clothes in the river for a 
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living, these young ladies are now poised and confident with ambition.  Emma and I took 

them all out for a celebratory meal, and gave them each a Bible.   

 

Angela is applying to University to 
study Civil Engineering.  Yadira is 

applying for nursing.  Roxana wants to 

study computing, Diana is applying to 

the Police force, Gabi is doing a 

beautician´s course, Jenny is applying 

for accounting, and Tania is looking 

for a job.   

 
We were overwhelmed by the 

response of people willing to sponsor a 

child, so I am currently tracking down 

children in need to send their details 

to their sponsors.  It is truly life-changing the difference an education makes to these 

children.   
 

Do pray for these young people.   This last year a young lad dropped out of secondary 

school because he was offered work on a farm.  His parents have never supported him 

studying, and the lure of money proved too much to resist.  He is only 13 years old.  A 

girl has become pregnant by a married man taking her hungry family food.  She is only 

in her second year of secondary school.  These youngsters are very vulnerable.   
 

A big thank you to all who gave to our Christmas Appeal.  We raised our target and 

were able to give gifts to every child in the village schools we visit – some 300 children.   

For many those were the only gifts they received this year, and they were all very 

excited and happy to receive them.  Thank you.   
 

Medical Work   

I arrived back to the health centre to find Hortencia and Mery had done a great job 

holding the fort.  A lady had come to us just a couple of weeks before I left with a 
deep, infected ulcer on her foot.  She had been taken into the hospital for an 

amputation and had self-discharged because she was desperate to keep her foot.  She 

came my first day back and the ulcer was nicely filled in, the skin beginning to grow 

over it.  The nurses have done an excellent job dressing her foot in my absence.   
 

I am now bogged down in the mind-numbing process of renewing our permit for the 

health centre for this year…let´s just say much patience required….  
 

House building 
We are delighted to have been donated the money to build another house for a family, 

and to have a couple wanting to raise the funds to build 2 more and then come and build 

them later in the year… so we are trying to decide who best to help next.  Much wisdom 

required.   
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Farm/Campsite 

We took copies of Guinea Pig For Breakfast with us wherever we 

travelled and have now sold 600 copies – and had excellent feedback, 

“An inspiring, honest, fascinating page-turner”.  We still have 400 more 
copies to sell, so if you would like a copy for yourself, or a friend´s 

birthday present, or a gift for someone who is unwell please do get in 

touch with Maryon mafg@freeuk.com who will be very happy to post you 

one.   

 

If you have read the book, and enjoyed it, please do recommend it to a friend, your 

church or write a review for your church magazine.  All proceeds are going towards 

developing the campsite.   
 

Vlady is currently finishing the adventure playground and toilet block, and working on 

the swimming pool.   We will then need to build a dining area and kitchen before we can 

open to church and school groups.   

 
Tamara loved the snow in the UK, and her 

absolutely favourite thing was launching 

herself down drop-slides.  She asks to go 

back every day!  The trip has matured her in 

several ways.  She will be starting school in 

May, and I am starting to home school her 

English.    
 

Emily´s English came on leaps and bounds.  

She found the trip harder to cope with as 

she did not understand we had travelled thousands of miles from home, but did have a 

great time.  She is currently loving playing games with her Barbies, singing songs and 

pretending to be a dolphin in the river.    
 

God Bless & love from                 

Andy, Vladimir, Andy, Vladimir, Andy, Vladimir, Andy, Vladimir, Tamara & Emily Tamara & Emily Tamara & Emily Tamara & Emily     
 

 

 

 


