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Dear Friends 

We have had a number of changes since I last wrote to you.  Tamara and Emily´s 

start of the school year did not go as planned.  In short the government changed 

the age of entry so Emily could no longer start nursery this year, and after a 
month of classes it became obvious that the schooling Tamara was receiving in 

the local school was no longer adequate.  Our options were to move to Quito 

where there are International schools, or to home school her, so we opted for 

the latter, to be able to continue the work we are currently doing here in Santo 

Domingo.  If you would like to know more about our reasons for this decision I 

attach a blog I wrote about it below. 

 
So this means I am now home-schooling the girls in the mornings, and we have 

started taking them to gym/dance classes some afternoons to give them the 

chance to socialise with other children.  I am now working in the health centre in 

the afternoons.  This does have some advantages as it is easier for children to 

come (they are in classes in the mornings), and for the sponsored children to pop 

in when they need something.  The sewing group also now come to hand in their 

work and receive new designs in the health centre.    

 
Some folk I have mentioned this change to already have been concerned I will 

not be able to fit it all in.  Home education takes less time than a school day, so 

we do home school from 8am-12.  That leaves the afternoons free for me to 

work and the girls to either go to their Granny or dance classes.  I am also 

gradually delegating more tasks such as doing the vision checks for school 

children to the health promoters, now they are well trained to do it without me 

needing to be there.  Administration I will continue to do in evenings as before.   

 

Though it is very early days, so far the girls have enjoyed home-school and 

responded very well.  They love the gym classes too.  We will follow the UK 

pattern of having a short break every 6 weeks.   
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Schools Work 
The sponsored children started the new school year on the 2nd May.  They have 

just two terms this year, so do 5 months classes (with no break) and then a 

further 4 months after 2 weeks holiday scheduled for October.  The children 

are delighted to have the chance to study.  Genesis, who has started secondary 

school this year, came and said to me, “I am so happy I can go to Secondary 

School.  I love being able to study.”  She would have finished her schooling at 
the age of 12 were it not for her sponsors.  It is great to see her so positive and 

confident.   

 

I have given out all the monies given for the children now for their uniforms and 

stationary/books.  Children still pop in every now and then needing help to buy 

materials for experiments, art projects or special events.   

 

One of last year´s graduates told me about the course she is doing to try to get 

into the Police force this week.  Another is doing a beautician course.  It is 

wonderful to see them pursuing their dreams.    

 

I have also taken bags with toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap and a Bible story to 

the Nuevos School, accompanied by dentist Adriana.  We plan to go to the rest 

of the local schools in the coming weeks.   

 

Medical Work   

We continue to help a steady stream of patients with leg ulcers.  We are 

currently fighting to save the foot of a diabetic woman who stood on a nail, and 

are delighted to see some patients, including the elderly woman with a sacral 

pressure sore I mentioned last time, almost completely healed now after several 

months of treatment.  These patients and their families get to know us well as 

they come so frequently, and even when they are better they often return 

bringing us new clients.   
 

We get through a lot of Sudocrem at the health centre, which is posted to us 

from the UK.  Should you wish to help by donating a tub of Sudocrem it would be 

much appreciated!  It really is great for helping to heal ulcers and for 

preventing pressure sores.   

 

Hortencia and Luz Mery continue to work with me in the health centre.  

Hortencia has become expert at doing the dressings, and has a very gentle way 

with the patients who all appreciate her very much.  I am very sad she has 

recently been diagnosed with breast cancer, and will be operated on next week 

in Quito.  She will need further treatment after that as well.  While she is 

undergoing treatment Monse will be replacing her in the health centre.  I would 

appreciate your prayers for Hortencia as she goes through treatment.  She is 

only 49 years old.   
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Sewing Project  

The sewing project continues to help teenage girls go to secondary school and 

single Mums provide for their children.  We now have quite a selection of new 

goods ready for sending to the UK when my Mum, Maryon, comes to visit us in 

September.  If you would like a copy of the current catalogue please email 

mafg@freeuk.com .  Every purchase is much appreciated.  Also any ideas for 

items we could make for you are always welcome.   

 

House building 

The Martinez family have now built a wall around their lot of land and filled it in 

with earth to make it level and ready for building on.  They will be the first 

family to receive a house this year thanks to your donations.  In September we 

are looking forward to Rachel and Lee visiting us from Shetland.  They have done 

a fantastic job fundraising to build two more houses, which they hope to help 

build during their two months with us.  We have also received some donations to 

build toilets for families without this basic facility, so there will be much 

building being done in the last six months of this year.   

 

Farm/Campsite 

Vlady has been very busy working on the campsite.  These are photos of the 

completed toilet block, and the progress on the swimming pool.  We still need to 

complete the adventure playground and build the dining area in order to be able 

to open for groups to come and enjoy the facilities as day visitors.   

 

I have now published the Guinea Pig for Breakfast Recipe 

Book on Kindle.  In its pages you will find tasty Ecuadorian 

recipes (and how to cook a guinea-pig if you are curious!).  All 

proceeds go to Project Ecuador.   

 

Copies of Guinea Pig for Breakfast are still available from 

Maryon mafg@freeuk.com .  If you have read it and enjoyed 

it, why not buy a copy for a friend?   
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I am currently working on a collection of stories for children about life in 

Ecuador and the work of the charity, so watch this space….    

  

Thank you from us all for your prayers and support in so many ways,     

                                   God Bless & love from 

                   Andy, Vladimir, Tamara & Emily     

www.facebook.com/GuineaPigForBreakfast 

www.facebook.com/projectecuadorcharity 

www.andysintheandes.blogspot.com 

www.projectecuador.co.uk 

http://www.uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charities/projectecuador  

 

A Bend in the Road for our Family…. Blog June 2013  

 
I feel strangely bereft.  Things have not turned out as I planned.  I am embarking on what 

seems like a huge responsibility and commitment.  I hope my decision is indeed the best 

one.   

I always planned to send my daughters to school like any other child here in Ecuador, and 

intended to teach them English at home so that they learn to read and write the language 

fluently.  I figured at the end of the day the Ecuadorian children learn to read, write and do 

arithmetic, and that should be sufficient.    

But then Tamara started school, and it has made me question everything.  I realized they 

were only teaching her to memorize “facts”, not how to investigate for herself, or assess the 

accuracy of information.  She was marked down for thinking independently; instead of 

regurgitating the facts she had been fed.  She was made to feel she was “the worst in the 

class at colouring,”and no longer wanted to try.  Presentation was all important and the 

content did not really matter.  The resources were so limited that there was little hands on 

experience while learning and no IT.  If I left her in school she would be able to function in 

Ecuador, but be at a great disadvantage should she wish to pursue further studies or a job in 

Britain at some point in the future.   

There are international schools in Quito – but they are way out of our budget, and would of 

course require a move and new jobs!  

So that left home education.   

The more I looked into it, the more enthused I became.  I would love to be the one who 

teaches my daughters.  I already love hearing Tamara read and knowing that it was me that 

taught her how to do that.  I love sharing a Frozen Planet clip about penguins with Emily and 

hearing her telling her Granny all about it later.  To be the one who teaches and guides 

them, helps them to discover new facts and new skills, ensures that their learning is 

wholesome, important, and diverse – what could be more amazing than that?  And what an 
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exciting age we live in; I have received sufficient education myself to be able to teach them 

to a high level, and the resources to do so are at my fingertips on the internet.     

So why do I feel so scared and unsettled?  Maybe it is just such a radical change in our lives.  

Maybe it is the thought that rather than handing them over to teachers every day… I am 

now it, for the next ten years or more.  Maybe it is the worry they will be missing out by not 

having the “normal” school experience.  Maybe it is the worry maybe the girls will get fed up 

of me teaching them and not cooperate.  Mostly I think it is the fear of the unknown, of yet 

untested waters, and wondering if it will indeed prove to be a success.  There is a niggle in 

the back of my mind that says I have let them down in some way.   

But then I come back to the reasons why I have made this decision.  I want my girls to be 

world citizens.  They have a wonderful life here in Ecuador, and we still have work to do here 

as a family.  I want them to grow up aware of the many facets of life on this planet, with 

hearts to take care of it.  I want them to learn to love and serve God and those around them.  

I do want them to have the opportunity academically to study the subjects that interest 

them at the level they wish to, where they wish to.  I believe the best way of combining the 

precious life experiences that living here gives them, with an excellent academic and 

personal education is to take them out of school and to teach them myself at home.   

So I will not feel sad when Tamara has her final 

day at school this week.  I will not think that it is 

an ending.   Rather I will look forward to the new 

beginning and exciting world of discoveries and 

possibilities that lie ahead of us.    

 


