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Dear Friends 
Easter having come and gone it is time to give you another update.  These last 

two months have flown by.  We are now well and truly settled in again to our life 

in Ecuador and keeping busy as always.  

 

We are also delighted to be awaiting the births of 2 more nieces/nephews… My 

brother Peter and Kathryn are expecting their baby in June, and Vlady´s 

brother Frank and Rachel are expecting their baby in September.   
 

We are failing to get the phone company to give us a phone line and hence 

internet, (they have annulled our request about 8 times now!) but I have 

managed to get a smart phone which means I can use Facebook at home to 

message the UK again… truly wonderful.   

  

Schools Work 

The schools go back on the 2nd May, a month later 
than usual.  They are changing to a semester 

system with just one mid-year break.  Those 

studying secondary school are facing a new 

syllabus and have been having catch up courses in 

the holidays.   The new system means they study 

all subjects to the end of school instead of 

specialising.   

 
I am busy giving out money to the 80 sponsored 

children so that they can buy shoes and uniform 

ready for the start of term.  Once they go back 

they will be given their list of books and 

stationary items that they will also need to buy.   
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Miguel and Christian will now be going to primary school after missing out last 

year as their parents could not afford to send them.  Mishel is going into her 

penultimate year of secondary school.  It is a dream come true to be able to 

continue to study.   Sponsors continue to make this possible.  Thank you.     
 

A big thanks to Miri who has taken on the UK coordination of sponsors this year.    

 

Medical Work   

After 2 months of many trips to inspectors I finally have the annual permit for 

the health centre.  We are giving the outside of the building a lick of paint and 

new sign to freshen it up! 

 
The health centre has been busier than ever recently, with many patients 

coming for wound dressings.  One elderly lady with a pressure sore is brought in 

an ambulance accompanied by a nurse and a doctor!  Most of my patients arrive 

on the open air bus or bumping along in a banana lorry.  A man with a gangrenous 

toe came on the bus the other day, an elderly lady with a fractured hip and 

pressure sore on a make shift stretcher in a lorry today.   

 

It is wonderful to be able to help the wound patients and see them improve.  
Sometimes other patients come believing we will be able to help them avoid an 

amputation.  A man with a cancer in his leg came today.  We could not save his 

leg but can offer support and pain relief.   

 

As more people come with worse conditions I often find myself quite exhausted 

by the end of a morning in the health centre!   

 

We are pleased that the service for the deaf, providing audiograms and second 
hand hearing aids, is now operating in the health centre on Saturdays.  We plan 

to take a mobile dental service to the local schools once classes are in progress 

once again.   

 

Sewing Project  

The sewing group is now meeting again at our house.  As some of its original 

members have now graduated from school I have taken in some new members.  
Genesis, Lorena and Jenny are going to secondary school and need to be able to 

pay their bus fares.  Genesis has made a good job of her first task, some 

cupcake purses, and Jenny some novelty pencil cases.  Lorena has made some rag 

dolls.   

 

The current catalogue is available from Maryon info@projectecuafdor.co.uk if 

you would like to make any purchases, or have a package to sell some crafts to 

your friends.     
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House building 

The first house we are going to build this year will be 
for the Martinez family who currently live in a single 

wooden room.  It is a family of 4 and they eat, sleep 

and live in just one room.  They are currently filling in 

their plot with more earth to level the ground.  Once 

the rains stop we will be able to start building the new 

block house with 2 bedrooms, kitchen and bathroom.   

 

Farm/Campsite 
The toilet block for the camp site is nearing completion and work is about to 

begin on the pool.   

We sold our tilapia fish during Holy week, and Vlady continues to sell the 

anthurium flowers in Quito.   

We are continuing to raise funds for the campsite with the sales 

of Guinea Pig for Breakfast.  We are starting to receive 

feedback from people who have read the book which is very 

encouraging.  Some readers have offered to become sponsors, 
others to buy crafts, and others have written reviews to 

encourage their circle of friends to buy the book.  I am very 

grateful to all those who have recommended the book to others.  

Copies are still available from Maryon info@projectecuador.co.uk    

 

Tamara starts school next week and is looking forward to it 

because the school has a tuck shop she can buy nice things to 

eat in at break time!  She is now swimming under water in the 
river and asks me a hundred questions a day.  She is looking 

forward to her birthday in May.    

Emily starts nursery next week, where I hope 

she will settle well.  She loves “reading” books to 

herself and playing with her Barbies.  She is 

very chatty now.  Her birthday is in June.     

  
Thank you from us all for your prayers and support in so many 

ways, God Bless & love from Andy, Vladimir, Tamara & Emily     

www.facebook.com/GuineaPigForBreakfast 

www.facebook.com/projectecuadorcharity 

www.andysintheandes.blogspot.com 

www.projectecuador.co.uk 

http://webappmk.doctors.org.uk/Redirect/2F4F1AE1/uk.virginmoneygiving.com/c

harities/projectecuador  


