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Dear Friends  
The rainy season continues in full force, with dramatic storms and mud freely 

flowing.  It is very hot, so we are glad to have the river nearby to swim in and 

cool off in.  School holidays have come to an end, so the children are back at 

school despite the difficulties in travelling down the mud tracks.     

 

Children´s Work 
   I am very busy at the moment handing out the sponsorship money to the 

families.  As school starts the children need new shoes, plimsols and items of 

uniform.  They are also each given a list of exercise books, paints, card, paper, 

board markers, toilet paper, soap, etc. etc. which they have to buy.  The families 

have to bring me receipts for all the money they are given to prove they have 

spent it on items for their studies.   

   One man in his sixties came to the health centre with heart failure.  He can no 

longer work in the fields, so his wife is now working to feed the family.  His 

children aged 5 and 7 had no way of buying their school supplies.  We are very 
thankful for a new sponsor who is now helping this family so that the children 

can study.   

   One child wrote to his sponsor, “Thank you for the beautiful Christmas gift.  I 

thought I was going to have a Christmas without presents.  I hope I can meet 

you one day to give you a hug and tell you how happy you have made me.”   

   The reports for last term have now been translated and are in the process of 

being sent out.  A big thank you to all who faithfully help the children in this 

way.   
The children who received holiday grants all 

appreciated this opportunity to learn a new 

skill very much.  It was great to hear their 

excited stories as their courses came to an 

end.  One Mum commented, “Thank you so 

much for inspiring me to take Daniela on her 

swimming course.  We have spent lots of 

time together going to and from the course 

and this has really built our relationship.”  

This is a photo of Lesli with a doll she learnt 

to sew.   
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Andes Creations  
   The sewing group is working on some new designs, and there are many items 

available from Maryon mafg@freeuk.com.  The new catalogue is available on the 

updated website, www.projectecuador.co.uk  The girls and ladies continue to 

appreciate this project to pay their bus fares to school and to feed their 

families.   

   I always have more women asking for help than I can take on, so I am glad to 
now have the help of Rachel Dillon.  She has started a group to teach them to 

sell their items in Ecuador.  She is teaching them how to make a good quality 

product, market and sell it, maintain production and manage their finances.  

With her support these girls and women will not only have a regular income but 

will also be learning valuable skills to take them forward in life.  As they support 

each other they will be growing in self-confidence and initiative.   

 

Health Centre 
   I still do not have the annual permit for the health centre as the inspectors 

have still not come.  I appreciate your prayers as I try and sort the paperwork!   

   We have two medical students from Birmingham with us this month of May.  

They are visiting the local schools with the health promoters, teaching hygiene, 

giving out toothbrushes and soap and checking the vision of the children.  They 

are also running a first aid course for the children in the village.   

   Hortencia has now finished her chemotherapy and radiotherapy and is back at 
work in the health centre.  It is good to see her looking well and to have her 

gentle presence back with us.   

 

Housing  

   It has not been possible to continue the building projects the past couple of 

months due to the rains.  Lorries needed to deliver stone and sand for mixing 

cement simply sink into the mud, so we are waiting for the 

dry season to arrive to continue with the next houses.   
 

Farm/Campsite 

  Vladimir was given 440 trees by the local council, so we 

are reforesting the hillside parts of the farm.  Trees grow 

fast here so in 5 years there will be beautiful areas for 

the local wildlife to inhabit.  He has recently been busy 

taking flowers to Quito for Mother´s day (it is in May 

here), trying to avoid the landslides on the road!   

 

Books  
I am grateful to the first readers of my sequel to Guinea Pig for Breakfast, and 

armed with their comments am now doing a final version ready for publication… I 

have also sent it to some other authors for their commendations and have the 

cover design underway… so watch this space!  
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Family News  
   I have started teaching the girls homeschool 

again in the mornings, after a break in February and 

March.  Tamara is making good progress in learning 

to read and write in both English and Spanish.  

Emily is learning the alphabet and numbers.  We are 

doing a project on the Romans together and are 
learning about their bodies and health.  They have 

enjoyed listening to each other´s tummies rumbling 

and finding veins!   

   Tamara never fails to make me laugh with her 

logic… like the day she put on a skirt and trousers 

because they both went with her T-shirt nicely.  

She just celebrated her 6th birthday.  We took her to 

the cinema with some friends, then had birthday cake 
and a piñata at her Abuelos´house.  She said she was 

“floating on honey” on the way home, so I guess that 

means she had a good day;)  She is now enjoying her 

roller-blades.   

   Emily has a lively imagination.  She was off to the land 

of sweets in a cardboard box the other day.  When I 

give her a worksheet to do it invariably ends up as a 

television for her Barbies, a puppet show or a map.  She 
has her own ideas of how and what she wants to do!! 

She is looking forward to her 4th birthday in June.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

God bless you and yours as you serve Him. 

Thank you for your love and prayers.   

 

Andy, Vladimir, Tamara and Emily. 


