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Dear friends,     
Life after an earthquake is a little boy running out of the house like an arrow shot from a bow, 
every time the wind rattles the windows. It is a young girl crying when she remembers the dead 
children she witnessed, wrapped only in sheets, lying out on the hillside lit by flickering candles. 
 
Life after an earthquake is a teenage girl sobbing and screaming in terror as an aftershock hits 
some weeks later. 
 
Life after an earthquake is a grown woman seeing the lamp wobble above her on the dentist´s 
chair, trying to get up and out of there. It is lying waiting for an operation, hearing theatre staff 
talking about needing to leave the fire doors open in case of a tremor, and wondering who would 
get you out if you are under a general anaesthetic.  

 
Life after an earthquake is a 94-year-old lady literally shaking in her 
bare feet and collapsing cane hut for days on end after another 
aftershock assaults her shattered nerves.  
 

Life after an earthquake is grief, orphans, loss, survival, uncertainty.  
 
Life after an earthquake is an inertia of the soul, a closing down, a 
huddling inside oneself in search of safety. It is a feeling of 

everything else somehow being on hold, despite the hive of activity on the surface. It is treading 
water until you can start to believe life is 
going to carry on.   
 
Life after an earthquake is families living 
under plastic, exposed to the mosquitoes, 
without a toilet, running water or 
electricity. It is delivering food parcels to 
these families left without jobs. It is giving 
them clothes to cover themselves and toys 
to brighten their day. 
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Life after an earthquake is building and 
repairing. It is knocking down and clearing 
rubble, leaving once crowded areas bare. 
Slowly the sounds of sweeping cease, the 
dust settles and blocks begin to be placed 
upon blocks once again. 

 
New house built for an elderly lady in the earthquake zone  
 
Life after an earthquake is a sense that solid ground is no longer firm. The future is not predicable. 
The foundations of life have shifted sending out ripples into every area of life. 
 
Yet, life after an earthquake continues, as it did before, resting in the loving arms of the Saviour 
who is the same yesterday, today and forever. He is the solid rock on whom we can rely and 
rebuild our lives. He is our hope for eternity.  
 

∞ 
 
During June and July, volunteers Mairi-Louise, Hamish 
and Lucy accompanied us. They continued to help with 
the packing up of food parcels for the earthquake 
victims. They went with Pastor William once a week to 
take the parcels to 25 displaced families living in El 
Carmen, a town about 45 minutes from Santo Domingo. 
These families also received Bibles we donated, toys for 
the children and toiletries. Thank you to all who donated 
to the earthquake appeal and made this help possible.  

 
Hamish also helped build housing with 
Vladimir. The first house was for a 
grandfather in Nuevos Horizontes, who 
looks after his grandson and has various 
other family members stay with him. Don 
Polo had an old cane/wood house that was 
rotting away. He now has a new block 
house with indoor bathroom and kitchen. 
It will make a tremendous difference to his 
life.  

 
A house for an elderly woman and her daughter has been completed in El Carmen. Their cane hut 
collapsed in the earthquake. We have also given building materials to another displaced family 
with 2 children, so they could build a room on to a family member´s house to live in for the time 
being. Vladimir is building a further complete house for another displaced family in El Carmen at 
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present. There are more families still living under plastic there, but they do not own any land on 
which to build, so helping them is more complicated.  
 
Mairi-Louise and Lucy taught English in the Carchense 
primary school. The children loved having them. 
When I visited the other day they were all clamouring 
about the “English teacher” and bursting to show off 
their English words.  This is a photo of the Snakes and 
Ladders game Mairi painted to use in her lessons.  
 
Lucy had done a great job fund-raising before she 
came, and we used some of the money to buy toys 
for imaginative play for the nursery children in the 
school. These children have very few toys at home, so were delighted.  

 
 
Mairi also gave singing and keyboard lessons to children in Nuevos Horizontes. The children never 
normally have the opportunity to do such extra-curricular activities and benefitted enormously. All 
of them were sad to see her go!  
 
Mairi and Lucy also helped me run a weekend camp for the Girls´ Club. 39 girls came and slept in 
tents on the farm. They played games, did crafts, went swimming and learnt about reading the 
Bible and prayer. A brilliant time was had by all.  
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Since camp, I have been giving Bibles, donated by Lucy, to the girls who did not have one of their 
own, and am encouraging them to read them for themselves.  

 
I continue to run the regular Girls´ club on a Saturday afternoon. We are currently having great fun 
using the paper craft supplies, which folks donated.  
 
The sewing group is starting to make the gifts we plan to give out to local primary school children 
at Christmas. This gives them an income to pay bus fares to school etc.  
 
On the home front, we are all looking forward to our trip to the UK in late October to attend my 
brother´s wedding and visit family. There should also be a new nephew born while we are there    
Tamara and Emily are enjoying their dance classes and did very confident solo performances in a 
recent show. We are learning about the Tudors in homeschool and they are enjoying the stories 
about Kings and Queens. If anyone has any children´s audio books we could borrow/have we 
would appreciate some for the long car journeys while in the UK! Thank you.  
 
Please pray:  

 For wisdom while choosing who to help with the remaining earthquake funds.  

 For the girls attending club and their spiritual growth 

 For those still living in temporary shelters.  

 For more volunteers to help in local schools and with building.  

 For Ecuador as cost of living and unemployment continues to rise.  
 
“May the favour of the Lord our God rest on us; establish the work of our hands for us-- yes, 
establish the work of our hands”. Psalm 90 v 17 
 
                                              With love from, 

Andy, Vlady, Tamara & Emily 

www.andysintheandes.blogspot.com 
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